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Title of the Event: Live Session of MIC Programmes & Schemes with Dr. Abhay Jere,
VCM, AICTE & CIO, MoE

Program Theme: Entrepreneurship & Startup

Date & Time: 23rd October, 2024 | 09:50 AM to 11:00 AM
Event Coordinators: Dr. Abhay Jere

Number of Student Participants: 32

Number of Faculty Participants: 4

Number of External Participants, if any: N/A
Expenditure Amount, If any: N/A

Mode of Session delivery: Online

Speaker details, If any (50-100 words): The session was led by Dr. Abhay Jere, Vice
Chairman of the Atal Innovation Mission (AIC) and Chief Innovation Officer at the
Ministry of Education (MoE). He provided valuable insights into various innovation and
entrepreneurship initiatives, emphasizing their role in shaping India's education and
startup ecosystem. He discussed key initiatives like the Institution Innovation Council
(IIC), Smart India Hackathon, and startup incubation programs, encouraging active
participation from institutions and students.

Objective of the event (100-150 words): The objective of this session was to educate
students and faculty members about MIC (Ministry of Education's Innovation Cell) programs
and schemes that support innovation, entrepreneurship, and startup culture in academic
institutions.

The session aimed to:

e Introduce students to government-led innovation and startup programs.

e Encourage educational institutions to integrate entrepreneurial thinking into
their academic ecosystem.

e Highlight the importance of collaborating with investors, incubators, and
industry experts.

e Provide students with insights into the startup valuation process and the global
impact of innovative ideas.

e The event aimed to bridge the gap between academia and real-world problem-
solving, motivating students to take part in hackathons, boot camps, and
startup incubation programs.
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Benefit in terms of learning/ Skill/ Knowledge obtained (150-200 words): The
session provided a deep understanding of how academic institutions can foster a startup and
innovation ecosystem. Students learned about various MIC initiatives, the role of IIC, and how
participating in programs like the Smart India Hackathon can boost their entrepreneurial
journey.

Key takeaways included:

e Innovation as an academic activity: Students understood that innovation should
not be a side pursuit but an integral part of education.

e Startup support and investor engagement: The session emphasized the need for
campus-based startup incubation centers and connecting with investors to help
student entrepreneurs.

e Interdisciplinary collaboration: Students from both technical and non-technical
backgrounds were encouraged to work together on problem-solving.

e Industry networking and real-world exposure: Participants learned about how
institutions can collaborate with industry experts and incubators to enhance
innovation opportunities.

e Opportunities for funding and scaling startups: Students gained knowledge on
how startups emerging from educational institutions can be valued and scaled
for long-term success.
Overall, the event was an eye-opener for students and faculty, providing a
structured approach to building a culture of entrepreneurship and innovation
within academic institutions.

Feedback received from the guest/ participants: Yes

Remarks, if any (50-100 words): The event successfully highlighted the role of
academic institutions in fostering innovation and supporting student startups. Many
participants suggested conducting more interactive sessions with industry experts and
startup mentors to gain practical exposure to entrepreneurship and technology
commercialization.
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